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INTRODUCTION

1. Democracy refers to the rule of the people, and the right to vote is a means to establish and continue the rule
of the people of a country.

2. An election refers to the process of choosing our representatives by voting to allow them to run the
government.

3. A political party refers to a group of people who share similar views on political matters and policies to
ensure collective good of the society.

4. The two types of political parties are national or state party and regional party. Bharatiya Janata Party is an
example of a national party while Meghalaya Democratic Party of Meghalaya is an example of a regional
party.

5. The EVM (electronic voting machine) is an electronic machine to record votes of the people. It contains the
names of the candidates along with the symbols of their parties. In order to vote, a voter simply needs to press
the button against the name and symbol of their desired candidate.

6. After the elections, the party in power is known as the ruling party while the political parties which are not
able to get the majority seats form the opposition party.

7. The importance of the political parties is as follows:
i. Political parties provide enough choices to the voters to choose representatives who could serve the best of

their interests.
ii. While campaigning before the elections through speeches, rallies, and so on, political parties help in forming

public opinion and highlighting the major problems faced by the people.
iii. Political parties unite people from different backgrounds on the basis of similar views on political issues and

the required policies for the overall welfare of the country.
iv. After the elections, political parties which are not able to get the majority seats form the opposition party. An

opposition party monitors the policies undertaken by the party in power, or ruling party. They analyze the
functioning of the government and ensure that it works only in favour of the people.

8. After the elections, all EVMs are sealed and taken to a safer place. Thereafter, the Election Commission of
India fixes a particular date to open the machines and count the votes. After the counting of votes, the
candidate with the maximum number of votes is declared elected. The party with the maximum number of
elected candidates forms the government.

9. Coalition refers to an alliance formed by the political parties with an aim to form the government. Generally,
the party which secures the maximum number of votes in the elections forms the government.



Question andAnswers

D.Answer the questions in brief.

1. Define election.

Ans: An election is a process of choosing our representatives by voting to allow them to run the government.

2. What is a political party ?

Ans: A political party refers to a group of people who share similar views on political matters and policies to
ensure collective good of the society.

3. Name the two types of political parties along with appropriate examples.

Ans: The two types of political parties are national or state party and regional party.

i. A national party refers to a political party that functions in four or more states of the country. For example-
Bharatiya Janata party and Indian National Congress.

ii. A Party that functions at the regional - that is, in less than four states, is recognized as a state party. For
example- Meghalaya Democratic Party of Meghalaya, Trinamool Congress of West Bengal.

4. What is an electronic voting machine ?

Ans: The EVM is an electronic machine to record votes of the people. It contains the names of the candidates
along with the symbols of their parties.

5. Differentiate between the opposition party and ruling party.

Ans: Opposition Party Ruling Party

After the election, political parties which are
not able to get majority seats form the
opposition party.

After the elections, the party which comes in
power with majority of seats is known as the
ruling party.



E. Answer the questions in detail.

1. Why are political parties important in a democracy ?

Ans: Political parties are important in a democracy because :

i. Political parties provide enough choices to the voters to choose representatives who could serve the best of
their interests.

ii. While campaigning before the elections through speeches, rallies, and so on, political parties help in forming
public opinion and highlighting the major problems faced by the people.

iii. Political parties unite people from different backgrounds on the basis of similar views on political issues and
the required policies for the overall welfare of the country.

iv. After the elections, political parties which are not able to get the majority seats form the opposition party. An
opposition party monitors the policies undertaken by the party in power, or ruling party. They analyze the
functioning of the government and ensure that it works only in favour of the people.

2. Elucidate the role of the Election Commission of India in the electoral process.

Ans: In order to make a democracy function effectively, it is important to conduct elections in a free and fair
manner. In India, the task of conducting free and fair elections is performed by the Election Commission of India.

i. After the elections, all EVMs are sealed and taken to a safer place.

ii. Thereafter, the Election Commission of India fixes a particular date to open the machines and count the votes.

iii. After the counting of votes, the candidate with the maximum number of votes is declared elected.

iv. The party with the maximum number of elected candidates forms the government.



3. A Coalition government is formed when no party wins a majority in elections. Elaborate.

Ans : i. Coalition refers to an alliance formed by the political parties with an aim to form the government.

ii. Generally, the party which secures the maximum number of votes in the elections forms the government.

iii. However, when no party in the elections secures a clear majority, two or more parties collaborate or form an
alliance to form the government. Such a government is known as coalition government.

iv. The major setback of the coalition government is that it delays the decision-making process.

v. When one party forms the government, the decisions related to policies and programmes are taken by the party
itself.

vi. However, in coalition governments all the parties of the alliance are to be consulted before passing a decision.

4. In order to make a democracy function effectively, it is important to conduct elections in a free and fair
manner. Justify the statement.

Ans: In order to make a democracy function effectively, it is important to conduct elections in a free and fair
manner. It is because democracy is a form of government in which the government is formed by the
representatives chosen by the people through elections. Thus, if there would be no free and fair elections, the spirit
of democracy would be defeated.


